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THE STANDPOINT OF SYNDICALISMl

The standpoint of Syndicalism is clear and definite. Syn-
dicalism expressly denies the possibility of industrial peace un-
der existing conditions, frankly proclaims its determination to
carry on industrial warfare as long as the present economic
system exists, and firmly believes that only the realization of
its own program will establish industrial peace on a permanent
and secure basis.

Syndicalism arrives at its first conclusion by an analysis of
existing economic conditions, The fact which is untiringly em-
phasized in the Syndicalist analysis is the objective antagon-
istic position of those engaged in modern industry. The own-
ers of the means of production directly or indirectly running
their business for their private ends are interested in ever-
increasing profits and in higher returns. The workingmen, on
the other hand, who passively carry on productive operations
are anxious to obtain the highest possible price for their labor-
power which is their only source of livelihood, Between these
two economic categories friction is inevitable, because profits
ever feed on wages, while wage6; incessantly encroach upon
profits, and because the passive wage earners shake off now
and then their submtssiveness and reach out for more control
over industrial conditions, while the owners and directors of
industry resent the interference of the workers.

From this twofold antagonism, rooted in the structure of
modern economic society, struggle must ever spring anew, and
this is the reason why all schemes and plans to avoid industrial
conflicts fail so lamentably. Even the conservative trades
unions, based on the idea that the interests of labor and cap-
ital are identical, are forced by circumstances to act contrary
to their own profession oC faith. Organizations, like the Civic
Federation, are doomed to impotoncy. Boards of conciliation
and arbitration work most unsatisfactorily and can show but
few and insignificant results. If arbitration is once in a while
successfully resorted to, it is only when the menace of a great
and dangerous industrial conflict stares the community in the
face, But the threat of a strike as as much a manifestation of
industrial peace, as the mobilization of troops on the frontier
is a manifestation of international peace.
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